
 

 

 

 

Rules 

In this book club you will discuss Bud, not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis in a group of 4-6 

readers. The book club opens with a brief introduction that one of you reads out loud. The book club 

then continues in four rounds: 

 

1 Round 1 consists of 5 questions about the plot. One of the group members acts as the quiz 

master who reads each question out loud, after which everyone (including the quiz master) writes 

down their answer. The correct answers will appear on the screen after you have turned over the 

final question card. You may then check your answers and calculate your scores. 

2 Round 2 consists of asking and answering questions each of you have about the book/story. Each 

group member consults the group about elements of the text that they thought was unclear. 

Together, you try to find answers to the questions that are raised. After everything has been 

cleared up, your group is ready to proceed to the next round. 

3 Round 3 consists of discussion questions. The person with the most correct answers to the quiz 

questions from round 1 gets to be the first to turn over a card and respond to the question. The 

other members of the group may then add to the discussion by responding and sharing their 

ideas. Take turns until all cards are flipped. 

4 Round 4 is where you get to review the text. How many stars would you give the text and why? 

Discuss this together until you have reached a shared verdict. Use the text box to explain your 

choice. 

 

This book club was developed by the editors of LitLab, a digital laboratory for high school literature 

research. For more teaching materials, visit www.litlab.nl. A teacher's guide and a didactic 

justification of this teaching method are available at www.litlab.nl/docenten. 

 

 

The book club is available for free under the Creative Commons licence 

’NaamsvermeldingNietCommercieel-GelijkDelen 4.0 Internationaal’. 
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Bud, not Buddy 

Introduction 

I stopped talking and acted like I was having trouble washing a dirty bowl. 

“What did she tell you, Bud?” 

I just wanted to tell everything to Deza. 

“No little boy has ever been loved more than I love you,” I said to Deza. “That’s what my momma 

said.” (p. 31) 

Bud is an orphan. After his mother dies, he ends up in a children’s home. Times are hard in 1930s 
America. There are no jobs, people are starving, and black people are not welcome in many places. 
Then a family offers to take Bud in. All he has with him is a suitcase with a few things. These things 
help him remember his mum: a blanket, a few rocks with letters on them, a photograph of his mum 
as a young girl, and some leaflets from a band. But the family is very mean to him, so he runs away. 
This is the start of his search for the father he never knew, for a place to belong, and to discover who 
he really is. 

Round 1: Understanding the plot 

Take turns turning over a card and answering the question. After the person whose turn it is has 

answered, the rest may add to that answer or share their own views. 

 

Round 2: Initial questions 

Take turns selecting one of the excerpts (fragmenten/stukjes) from the book listed below. Think of a 

question you would like to ask one of the characters, and work together to find an answer to that 

question. 

1. Bud is going through the stuff in his suitcase after he escapes the foster family: ‘She had... 

to you.”’ (p. 20-21) 

2. Bud wakes up too late and is not allowed into the queue for breakfast at the Mission. Then a 

stranger steps in:  ‘“You know… at me.’ (p. 22-23) 

3. Bud discovers that in Mr. C’s glovebox are stones with writing on them, just like the stones in 

his suitcase: ‘I looked… you again.”’ (p. 62-63) 

 

Round 3: Discussion 

Take turns turning over a card from a pile of your choice and answer the discussion question. The 

other members of the group may then add to the discussion by responding and sharing their ideas. 

 

Round 4: Opinion 

Review Bud, not Buddy by rating the novel on a scale of one to five stars, and then provide an 

explanation for your choice. Discuss what aspects you enjoyed and what aspects you didn't, and 

provide reasons for your opinions. Reflect on whether the discussion influenced your individual 

perspective, and if so, how. Incorporate examples and arguments from your responses to the 

discussion questions to support your review. 
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Question 1 

Bud tells Jerry it is better to go 
to a foster home with girls. Why 
is that, according to Bud?  

 

Question 2 

What building in Flint does Bud 
go to after he escapes from the 
foster home?  

 

Question 3 

Who helps Bud to get to Grand 
Rapids?  

 

Question 4 

What is the name of the 
restaurant where the band and 
Bud eat, when Bud first arrives 
in Grand Rapids? 

 

Question 5 

What is the first instrument that 
the band gives to Bud?  

 

Answers 

1 They will think you are 

special. 

2 Library 

3 Lefty Lewis 

4 Sweet Pea 

5 Recorder 
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Personal connections? 1 

Bud thinks six is a very difficult 
age. It is the age when his mum 
died, and he gives other 
reasons as well. Do you agree 
with him, or do you think 
another age is more difficult? 

 

Personal connections? 2 

Bud’s rules help him 
understand the world and the 
adults around him. Which rule 
do you agree with most? What 
rule would you add to Bud’s 
list? 

 

Personal connections? 3 

Bud tells ‘the best lies in the 
world’ in order to save himself. 
The lies do help him on his 
journey. Do you think it is 
sometimes okay to lie? Is 
saying nothing different from 
lying? 

 

Personal connections? 4 

Bud’s mother told him that 
when ‘one door closes another 
opens.’ It gives him the courage 
to go on. What do your 
parent(s) or other people say to 
help you when things are 
difficult? Do their words help? 

 

Personal connections? 5 

The band give Bud a new 
name. What does this new 
name mean to him? Have you 
ever had a nickname or another 
name? How did it make you 
feel? 

 

Personal connections? 6 

“Go ahead and cry, Bud,” she 
said, softly. “You’re home.” 
What does the word ‘home’ 
mean to you? 

 

   

© 2026 Universiteit Utrecht / Noordhoff Uitgevers bv 


 



 

 

 

 

Bud, not Buddy 

 
 

Personal connections? 

3 

Personal connections? 

2 

Personal connections? 

1 

Personal connections? 

6 

Personal connections? 

5 

Personal connections? 

4 

   

© 2026 Universiteit Utrecht / Noordhoff Uitgevers bv 


 



 

 

 

 

Bud, not Buddy 

 
 

Food for thought? 1 

Bud lives by certain ‘rules and 
things’. This humour often 
makes readers smile. How do 
these ‘rules and things’ help us 
understand who Bud is?  

 

Food for thought? 2 

It is easy to forget that Bud is 
only ten years old. How does 
the author show Bud is a very 
young boy? Give examples 
from the text.  

 

Food for thought? 3 

People who have very little, 
often are the first to share. 
Which character in the book is 
the best example of that? Use 
examples from the text to 
support your answer. 

 

Food for thought? 4 

In the book, there is a lot of 
mention of food. Why do you 
think the author does this?  

 

Food for thought? 5 

During his journey, Bud has to 
trust different people. Which 
characters does he trust, and 
why are these moments 
important in the story? 

 

Food for thought? 6 

At the end of the novel, Bud 
goes to live with his 
grandfather. Why is this an 
important ending for Bud’s 
story?  
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